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MEETING SUMMARY 

Project: US 51 Cairo Bridge Project  

Subject: CAG/EJ Meeting #3  

Date: Thursday, October 15, 2020 

Location: Webex Virtual Meeting  

Invitees:   
First Name Last Name Title Organization 
Shelby Adkinson Director Shawnee College Cairo 

Extension Center 
Hannah Chretien Director Ballad County Chamber of 

Commerce and Ballard County 
Economic and Industrial 
Development  

Todd Cooper Judge Executive Ballard County, Kentucky 
Stacey Courtney Associate Director- 

Planning And 
Community 
Development Division 

Purchase Area Development 
District 

Brian Derousse Owner Kentucky Hillbilly Bbq 
Jimmy Ellis Reverend First Missionary Baptist Church 
Tiffany George Executive Director Southern Five Regional 

Planning District 
Carla Hildebrand Park Manager Wickliffe Mounds 
Rodney Hill Pastor Fairview Baptist Church 
Janet Hunt Property Owner Property Near Proposed Bridge 

Location 
Jim Lefevre Purchase District Board 

Of Health Member- 
Ballard County 

Ballard County Health Center 

Hannah Miller Manager- Pulaski-
alexander County 

Illinois Farm Bureau 

David Phillips Mayor Mayor City Of Wickliffe 
Dr. Patrick Rice Superintendent Alexander County, Il Schools 
Thomas Simpson Mayor Mayor City Of Cairo 
Monica Smith Director Cairo Public Library 
Vernon Stubblefield  Concern For Aging Community 

Population 
Allen Tappan Manager Waterfront Services Co. 
Steve Tarver Cairo Community 

Leader 
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MEETING PURPOSE:  CAG/EJ MEETING #3 

The following summary represents our understanding of the decisions and action items covered during 
CAG/EJ Meeting #3 on October 15, 2020.  This summary is based on notes taken during discussion.  If 
this differs from your understanding, please notify US51Bridge@mbakerintl.com.  

Project: US 51 Cairo Bridge Project 

Subject: CAG/EJ Meeting #3 

Date: Thursday, October 15, 2020 

Location: Webex Virtual Meeting 

Attendees: Jill Asher, FHWA-KY     
Shelby Byrne, The Waterways Journal   
Stacey Courtney, Purchase Area Development District  
Patty Dunaway, Michael Baker    
Tiffany George,Southern Five Regional Planning  District 
Brad Gregory, HMB     
Phil Halter, City Council-Charleston, MO 
Janet Hunt, Property Owner Near Bridge Location 
Anna Klenke, Michael Baker    
Chris Kuntz, KYTC     
Jim LeFevre, Ballard County Health Center  
John Mettille, Michael Baker    
Cara Mills, Black River Technical College  
Karen Mohammadi, Michael Baker    
Ameerah Palacios, HDR     
David Phillips, Mayor of Wickliffe   
Kyle Poat, KYTC     
Shannon Provance, HDR     
Jeff Schaefer, HDR     
Charles Stein, IDOT     
Aaron Stover, Michael Baker     
Keith Todd, KYTC     
Brad Whybark, KYTC     
WPSD-TV  

 

ROLL CALL 

Chris Kuntz made opening remarks on behalf of KYTC to welcome participants to the meeting. 

INTRODUCTION 

Aaron Stover gave an overview of the code of conduct for the meeting and informed attendees that the 
virtual meeting could be accessed through the project website, US51Bridge.com.  

mailto:US51Bridge@mbakerintl.com
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For the complete online meeting presentation and story map, please see Appendix A. The high level 
discussion included information on the 2013 planning study that was conducted, as well as meetings held 
with local officials, and the CAG/EJ group.  

BRIDGE INFORMATION PAGE 

Aaron Stover said the webpage has a lot of information that gives historical information about the bridge 
and interactive elements for readers to learn about the background of the project. 

HOW WE GOT HERE PAGE 

Aaron Stover gave a brief overview of the page, which included a summary of the previous planning 
study, along with summaries of meetings held with this group.  

WHERE WE ARE PAGE 

Aaron Stover gave a brief summary of the CAG/EJ Meeting #2 in July 2020, which included the impacts 
associated with the project that were previously disclosed and the updates that were given about various 
alternative alignments, typical sections and intersection alternatives.  

RECOMMENDED DECISION PAGE 

Aaron Stover gave an overview of the preferred alternative, explaining the various benefits, that KYTC 
and the project team weighed the input from the various public meetings, as well as the pros and cons of 
each option and determined that there was an overwhelming favorite in Alternative 2 by the Citizen’s 
Advisory Group, the navigation industry, and the project team. Alternative 2 includes impacts to local 
mooring and fleeting operations, which will need to be mitigated. Alternative 2 is the least expensive 
option. This Alternative has minimal impact to the human and natural environment. As it is constructed 
away from the existing facilities, it has minimal impact to maintenance of traffic using the existing bridge. 
Alternative 2 was the best option, satisfying all of the project goals and requirements.  

Intersection Type 

Aaron Stover explained that the project team’s recommendation is for the Roundabout.  He explained 
that the roundabout is a very efficient way of handling the traffic through the intersection, allows for 
additional capacity, and would allow for a focal point for the community’s future growth and 
development.  

Bridge Width 

Aaron Stover explained that the project team is recommending a two-lane, 40' wide bridge, which 
would recognize a cost savings and accommodate anticipated future capacity and growth, bicycles, 
safe passage for emergency vehicles and agricultural traffic. While the project team understands the 
desire of some for a four lane facility, the two lane facility is supported by the lack of four lane 
highway connectivity in the area, the fact that a two lane facility can handle the current and future 
traffic volumes of the area, and that a two lane bridge is approximately 27 percent less in cost.  
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Bridge Type 

Aaron Stover explained that the bridge type will be further discussed and worked through in the next 
phase of the design process, with further input, site exploration, and geotechnical work. 

WHAT’S NEXT? 

Aaron Stover explained that the project is being finalized and the categorical exclusion level three 
document is targeted to be completed soon.  

Aaron Stover gave an overview of the phase two process of final design, and when construction is 
anticipated to begin. 

ONLINE SURVEY 

Aaron Stover encouraged participants to complete the online survey to comment on the project and share 
their thoughts. 

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION  

Comment from Jim LeFevre 

Jim LeFevre asked for more detailed information that explains the justification for the roundabout to 
be chosen over a signalized intersection. 

Response from Brad Gregory  

Brad Gregory explained that the roundabout is more expensive but handles traffic growth better, 
provides a safety improvement, and has less conflict points. He also explained that a signalized 
intersection would later have to be amended with growing traffic versus a roundabout would align 
with the design forecasts. 

Comment from Tiffany George 

Tiffany George asked if the roundabout will be wide enough to be semi-truck friendly. 

Response from Patty Dunaway  

Patty Dunaway responded to Tiffany George that truck traffic will be considered in final design. 

Response from Brad Gregory 

Brad Gregory responded to Tiffany George that the design would be able to handle the largest 
semi-truck on the market to date.  
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Comment from Phil Halter 

Phil Halter asked if the elimination of the Mississippi River bridge was still planned in the next few 
years.  

Response from Aaron Stover 

Aaron Stover responded to Phil Halter that the bridge is currently undergoing maintenance and 
there is work being done to extend its useful life.  

Response from Charles Stein 

Charles Stein responded to Phil Halter that the state is spending $5 million to improve the joints on 
the bridge and there are no plans to close it. 

Follow-Up Comment from Phil Halter 

Phil Halter responded to Charles Stein that from the Missouri side, residents are hearing the bridge 
will close, which would force the traffic to go through Cairo to get to Kentucky. 

Response from Aaron Stover 

Aaron Stover responded to Phil Halter, thanking him for his question and concern.  

NEXT STEPS 

Chris Kuntz closed the meeting and thanked everyone for their participation and attendance. Participants 
were encouraged to keep up with the project by visiting the website at US51Bridge.com.  
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